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Presidents Report 

Hi United Swimmers and Families,  

What a term!  Starting with our summer camps, we trained hard and made the most of 
what Auckland had to offer with some fun social activities.  Unfortunately Omicron 
appeared and with it came a lot of disappointment, especially with NZ Junior Festival being 
cancelled after everyone trained so hard.   

As always we got through.  We ran our own version of NZ Juniors (the United Festival) and 
our coaches were really happy with so many PB’s! All squads trained hard, we navigated 
Covid, we attended a few meets and unfortunately a number of the families experienced 
Covid. 

We are pleased with the way the new squad restructure is developing; Junior Development 
and Training (JDT) and Senior Development and Training (SDT) are providing good 
alternatives as well as options for attending competitions and camp.  Our juniors 
programme run by Max and Marco, with help from Emily, is working well and our senior 
squads have been training hard for competitions. 

We can now welcome back to training those who have not been able to attend; we look 
forward to big national competitions like NAGS in Wellington (where we have 31 swimmers 
attending) and Div II in Dunedin. 

Later in May we will be hosting United Champs (much the same format as last year, 
including skins) and shortly thereafter United Prizegiving (again similar format as last year).  
We have Aims, NZ Secondary Schools and Springs (NZ Short Course) to look forward to. 

We are currently in negotiations with EGGS Aquatic centre about some sizeable cost 
increases for United.  Unfortunately we will need to pass these cost increases on to families 
by way of fee increases for term 2 onwards.  As we have previously communicated, our 
squad numbers are down and we will continue to fund this deficit in term 2 in the hope that 
we can build our membership back up by term 3.  If you know anyone who would like to 
come along for a trial, please let us know! 

Finally I would like to thank our coaches, squad managers, swimmers, committee and 
families for all the hard work, positivity, for travelling all over Auckland for training over the 
Christmas period and for your ongoing support.  Let’s hope we can have an enjoyable term 
2, we all deserve it! 

Kerry Lusby, Club President
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Senior Camp - January 2022 

Senior camp this year was held at the AUT Millennium. Although the camp wasn’t travelling 
away as such, staying in the high-performance facility and training in the National Aquatic 
Centre was a great experience, being able to take advantage of the amazing facilities and 
having the opportunity to train in one of our competition pools. 

More team building was introduced at camp, with team challenges and a points tally which 
encouraged bonding between Senior and Gold squad members within teams. 

Going to the beach for the Team Sandcastle-Building Competition and the Waterworld 
Water Park as well as the Vector Wero White Water Park are definitely the highlights among 
the swimmers, (quite clear that as swimmers they’re drawn to the water!). Not to mention 
the movie nights; movies recommended by coach Jamie and organised by camp mums - 
Cara Hair and Aleisha Boyes. 

Overall, summer camp for 2022 was a great success and we are extremely grateful for all 
who ensured camp could still happen despite the extenuating circumstances.  
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Junior Camp - January 2022 

Due to important maintenance at Epsom Girls Grammar School Pool we were unable to 
utilse our regular training pool for our Junior Camp.  Fortunately we were able to secure 
lane space for our camp at a variety of excellent venues around Auckland (Thank you AUT 
Millennium, West Wave, Olympic and Parnell Baths). It was a fantastic opportunity to be 
able to train at these pools where we often race. 

In between hard training sessions, our juniors had some fun at Waterworld St Heliers, Tree 
Adventures and Rangitoto Island. 

Thanks to Henriette for organising and to Max and Marco for their never ending energy and 
enthusiasm.  

 
 

United Junior Carnival 2022 

Unfortunately the New Zealand Junior Festival for our 12 and unders, which was scheduled 
for February 12/13th had to be postponed due the red traffic light setting.  Luckily for the 
swimmers who had trained so hard over January, United was able to hold a Junior Carnival 
on those dates, keeping within the 100 person limit indoors.  It was a fun two days, with lots 
of personal bests, and ended with some fun relays. 

Congratulations to our overall points winners! 

Girls 9u -  1st Anna Li   2nd Hailey Chin   3rd Angelina See 

Boys 10u -  1st Finn Aloua   2nd Junu Suh    3rd Levi Todd 

Girls 10u - 1st Rosie Karpik 2nd Scarlett Johnson   3rd Lucia Yoon 

Boys 11u - 1st Tyler Lushkott,  2nd Henry Wang   3rd Benjamin Durose 

Girls 11u -  1st Teresa Sun   2nd Tia Williams   3rd Jessie Zhang 

Boys 12u - 1st Aaron Xu   2nd Bradley Searle   3rd Lucas Xia 

Girls 12u  -  1st Livia Shan   2nd Stella Johnson   3rd Jackie Xu 
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Important Dates 

 Month Date Event Location Entries Close 
April  4th – 9th  Apollo Projects NZ 

Swimming Championships 
Sir Owen Glenn 
NAC 

Closed 

April 9th United Parnell Dual Meet Epsom Girls 
Grammar 

Closed 

April 19th – 24th Apollo Projects NZ Age 
Group Swimming 
Championships 

Wellington Closed 

May 8th – 12th Apollo Projects Division II 
Swimming Competition 

Dunedin 12/04/2022 

May 25th Club Champs  Epsom Girls 
Grammar 

 

May 29th Club Prizegiving  Kohia Terrace 
School 

 

January 
2023 

4th – 14th 

approx. 
Senior Camp – More 
details to follow 

Nelson College 
for Girls 

 

Note – Due to Covid, details can change at any time so please refer to NZ Swimming website 
for the most up to date information.  Swiminfo.co.nz is also good for up to date meet 
information and results. 

Mark your calendars!  

 

United Club Champs 

Wednesday 25th May 4.15 to 7pm. 

We hope all swimmers will support this event following the success of last year’s champs. 
There are two official timed events (100/200 IM & 50 Free) which are used to determine 
Club Champions across the various age categories and the hotly contested Skins elimination 
events for the top 7 swimmers in each age group. To finish off there will be a house relay. 
The poster is enclosed and more details on the Club Champs will be circulated soon. 

Poster coming soon to the United website!  

 

United Prize Giving 

Sunday 29th May at 5pm, Kohia Terrace School Hall, Epsom. 

Our Prize Giving is hot on the heels of the Club Champs so please mark this date in your 
diaries. The format will be a family Mix’ n Mingle with nibbles and a cash bar followed by 
the Awards Ceremony. We hope for another very successful turnout to not only celebrate 
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our swimmers’ successes but also enjoy viewing photos over the last year and have some 
well-deserved socialising. More details will come out soon. 

It is also time to return your trophies from Prizegiving last year before the end of term.  We 
will be collecting them on Wednesday 13th and Saturday 16th of April. Please polish any 
trophies you have and bring them back and place carefully in the big plastic container in the 
EGGS pool office. 

We are wondering if any family would like to sponsor a new cup at Prizegiving for “Most 
Improved IM Swimmer” - based on last year’s costs it would likely need a donation of just 
over $100. 

 

Social Event 

Term 3 we are planning the long-awaited and much anticipated Beats By Bingo Event that 
was postponed last year. This really will be a fantastic night and a great chance for us all to 
get to know each other better, have fun and raise some funds for the club. A ‘save the date’ 
will be sent out next term. In the meantime, start thinking of some great auction items that 
you could contribute to make the auction a real success! 

Keep an eye out on our Facebook or Instagram Page for further details on these events.  If 
you aren’t already following United Swimming Club on Facebook or Instagram, please check 
it out – we regularly update these sites with results and photos from meets and trainings.     

Don’t forget to like our posts! 

 

AGM 

On Thursday 25th November, United held the Annual General Meeting via zoom.  Our new 
committee was voted in and we welcomed new members Rosie Piper, Kevin Karpik, and 
Minka Car. 

 

Christmas Wine Fundraiser 

Thank you to everyone who supported the Marisco Wines fundraiser (Brands: The Ned and 
Leefield).  $5 from each bottle sold went to the club fundraising- we raised $1,355. 

Thank you Marisco Wines! 
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United Treasurer 

We are pleased to announce that Jordie Smeets, an ex-United Swimmer, has volunteered 
and been appointed to the United Treasurer position.   

Welcome back Jordie! 

 

Expressions of Interest 

As United is run by volunteers we could really do with some expertise in the following areas: 

Fundraising and Grants 

We have received feedback that families would like the club to undertake more fundraising 
in order to help reduce the costs of away meets and camps, in addition to general 
fundraising to support the general finances of the club.  If you have any ideas and/or are 
able to help with this we would love to hear from you. 

Sponsorship 

As members of one of New Zealand’s elite swimming clubs, we are all fortunate to be largely 
self-funded. From time to time it is difficult for some United families to financially cover 
training, uniform, competition and camp costs. 

As a Committee we will always welcome extra funding from any source and are in the 
process of trying to find corporate sponsorship. In covid times finding sponsorship is not 
easy. 

If any swimming family feel generous enough to offer funding over and above their own 
fees to help other swimmers struggling financially to continue with United we would 
certainly welcome this. 

Any committee member will be most grateful to hear of such generosity!! 

Legal Advice 

United is looking to update our club constitution, so if there are any parents/guardians with 
legal knowledge who would be able to volunteer some time to help us to draft an updated 
constitution for consideration by our members we would appreciate it.  Contact Kerry on 
lusbyk@xtra.co.nz 

 

USA Universities 

Congratulations to Isabella Campion – committed to the Fairfield University Swimming and 
Diving team, Class of 2027. She will be moving to Connecticut in August 2023!  
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An update from Alice Waldow at the University of Southern California:  

It’s going well, I’m almost done with my freshman year and have officially completed my 
first swimming season! I’m planning to take courses over the summer and then will come 
back to NZ for a month during the Summer. The family that I’ve made with  the team is 
great and we’ve all become very close. I know that coming to the States was the right 
decision for me, both academically and athletically. If anyone is interested in going to 
university in America, I’m always happy to chat and let you know about my experience!  

 

United is 20 years old! 

This year United is turning 20, and we are hoping to celebrate with past and present 
members in the second half of the year!    

Here are a couple of throwback photos from our archives – there are 5 or even 6 United 
coaches lurking within the pics, can you spot them? 

 

 

 

 

 


